ESL Grade 3 and 4 Rabbit Class
October Newsletter

Welcome to the new Rabbit Class ESL Grade 3 and 4 monthly newsletter for October.

This month we start with a new timetable, focusing and having more time for the core
subjects of reading, vocabulary, grammar, and allocated time slows for conversation
practice. The student’s will no longer be doing composition, and this time will be better
spent for Google Slides, reading, further vocabulary, grammar, and conversation skills.

A new theme and point of our reading class will be having a Q&A for the students to ask
guestions and for myself to test the comprehension whilst engaging the students to
speak in front of the class.

Core Material - Reading

We will be reading the workshop book every day in the first week of the timetable. For
weeks 2 & 3 this has changed to utilize more time on our other subjects. Reading
continues to be a crucial aspect to learning a language and we take reading very
seriously. Students will be reading together firstly, and then a sentence each out loud
individually. We encourage the students to follow along with their fingers - for the
upmost effective learning.

Each story will be relevant to the vocabulary learned that week, with new and interesting
words for the students to learn. We encourage questions throughout and after reading,
with student participation being rewarded and enthused.

Our reading topic for October is “Traditions’ learning about different cultures and the
traditions they hold. Our first story is titled “The Dreamcatcher’ learning about the
original peoples of North America, and the traditions they follow.

Week 1 Unit 2 Workshop

The first unit as mentioned previously, is called “Traditions’ which entails a story about a
boy that is afraid of a presentation he must do at school, and overcomes the fear by
further learning about his cultures traditions, specifically of the ‘dream catcher’ that
helps him with his concerns and worries and shares his culture with his friends at
school.



The second story of this month will be ‘Room to Grow’ a narrative nonfiction about
people from different cultures contributing to a community.

The anthology class has been replaced with stories on the Marshall McGraw website
that the student’s will be reading individually, with Q&A at the end. We request that
students bring headphones for this class as the noise levels can be loud otherwise. This
is another great opportunity for the students to test their comprehension and reading
level, while answering questions in front of the class to improve conversation and
confidence skills.

Grammar

The grammar class will now be on the 2" week of the rotating timetable, with more time
focusing on reproducible which solidifies comprehension of the story of the first week,
and the grammar used. We dive further into the rules and aspects of the topic and ideas
the students will be learning about, following the grammar books that we use.

Grammar lessons usually involve a discussion about the task, accompanied by some
examples. Students complete the task and help and feedback is given.

The tasks vary in length. Most lessons comprise of the students completing a page in
their text books. Once they have completed the task they can move on to the next page.
Unit 1 Week 2 - 3

This unit will have the student’s differentiating between statements and questions as
previously learned, and the introduction of commands and exclamations. A statement is
a sentence that tells something, whereas a command is a sentence that tells someone
to do something. It ends with a period. An exclamation or exclamatory sentence is a
sentence that shows excitement or strong feeling. It ends with an exclamation mark.

For our other practice book this unit looks at context cues, proof reading and analysis of
the story from week 1, ensuring good understanding and vocabulary learnt from
previously.

Google Slides Presentations

The students are getting more and more familiar with Google Slides and always excited
to be using their iPads for this one. Our first month was a good test of what to come,
and for the students who did present, they enjoyed it very much.

For October we have the topic of ‘Natural Disasters’ where the students will be writing
and learning about the way the earth and mother nature can impact people’s lives
through natural events, and the effects of these events.

This concludes the monthly newsletter for October.

Please feel free to ask should you have anything you would like to discuss with me, and
please feel free to leave me a message in the weekly communication books. We would
like the students to remember to charge iPads before class, and to also bring
headphones if applicable, for the online reading class.

Thank you for reading,
Teacher Tom.
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