Dinosaur Class Monthly Newsletter
September 2020

Hello Dinosaur Class Parents,

With the first month behind us and a whole lot of establishing how things work in the classroom, |
believe the kids are all ‘on board with the program’ and know how to function in our new set of
daily routines. Now we are beginning to concentrate on the material that the kids need to learn.
Progress is likely to be slow to start but with perseverance I’'m sure all the kids will undoubtedly
reach higher and higher standards as we move along.

Reading

During reading classes, | emphasize the need to point at words as we say them. This has been
more troublesome than at first impression, as a lot of students don’t feel the importance of the
action. While at the same time a lot of students get bored and distracted so maintaining
concentration can make this even more difficult. But in my experience, as soon as all the students
act in accordance with the rule, then the pace increases as well as their progress as a whole. And
in a classroom environment this is the most important aspect, to work as a team because there is
simply not enough time to spend one on one with each student, so they must learn together and
not individually all the time.

Please continue to read with your kids at home, and also try to make them point at each word that
they say, this is so very important in these early stages to learn word recognition.

This month we will be picking up these books:
Week 1: Here Comes the Parade

Week 2: It’s Circle Time! Shapes

Week 3: Out the Door

Week 4: Review

Core Material

The McGraw-Hill book has been following suit with the same grammar rules and vocabulary as the
Jump book and the phonics. We have been using the story in this book to reinforce the ‘point and
read’ rule as well. All the students are, so far, very aware of the short ‘a’ rule and a good collection
of vocabulary that came along with it. For the coming month we will look into the Anthology



which compliments the workbook in this series, with the same short ‘a’ rule as a theme and also a
nice story which talks about rules at school. The story is slightly harder than the workbook and we
will spend more time discussing topics than reading or writing.
Week 1 - 4: Anthology (Reading/ discussion)

- Short ‘@’

- Story: “Nat and Sam”

Phonics

We have covered a wide variety of letter sounds and short vowel sounds in the words used to
emphasize all the current introductions to initial sounds in words. We have been placing letters
according to their sounds in the beginning of words as well as their place at the end and in the
middle. While the book emphasizes initial sounds at the moment, | am still trying to expose the
students to complete word sounds for beginning middle and the ends of cvc words.

This coming month we will look into

Week 1: Phonemic Awareness - Sound to symbol (letter sounds - ‘p’,’r’,’k’)

Week 2: - Assessment (extra practice) and (letter sounds - ‘j’,’qu’,’Vv’)

Week 3: Sound to symbol (letter sounds - ‘y’,’z’,’x’)

Week 4: Assessment (extra practice)

Workbook Jump

The Jump book has been the foundation for practicing nouns with a vowel as the first letter and
the appropriate use ‘an’, as well as practicing indication of items with ‘it is...” and ‘it isn’t...". This
has required a lot of extra practice and may require more still to make sure that kids understand
the correct usage of these terms, if they don’t grasp this now it will be more difficult to
understand the following topics which build on what we’ve covered here.

For next month we will do some revision on the same topic using the same vocabulary to
introduce counting and plural with the use of ‘s’ on nouns. Then we will start looking into some
new vocabulary and expand on the counting items and plural usage with sentences using ‘it is...” or
‘they are...” as appropriate.

Week 1: Review spelling - Match parts of words to match the pictures. Grammar review of ‘it is...”
and ‘itisn’t...’

Week 2: Numbers - one to ten counting and spelling, Introduce plural ‘s’

Week 3: Full sentences about plural or singular nouns - ‘it’s a...” and ‘they’re...

Week 4: Review

MPM Math (Multiple Practice Module)

The Boxset that accompanies this workbook has a lot of loose parts each designed to accompany
exercises in the books. The kids are very easily distracted with all the different bits in the box, so
we have been practicing listening to instructions more carefully to acquire only the parts needed
for the lesson planned in the book for the day. After this fact we have continued to complete tasks
with great success and the drawing and matching activities are proving relatively easy for all the
students.

This month we will look at the following topics:
Week 1: Counting objects of properties and shapes
Week 2: Reciting numbers and sequencing

Week 3: Measurements and spatial correspondence
Week 4: Review and catch up



Conclusion

This concludes the Dinosaur Class Newsletter for September. | am sure we will continue to see
great progress with all the kids. As a final note, | would like to share the need to work with parents
to help students to progress in school, with both academic results and social behavior. Children at
this age are at an important cross roads/ milestone, where they are becoming more independent
and they need to solve problems more on their own than ever before, especially for when they
join elementary school.

They will need to be able to look after their own belongings, as well as that of others, and learn to
take responsibility for their care. They will also need to be able to complete tasks and processes
on their own without constant reminding.

This all takes time, but consistent practice always wins in the end, parents help and support will
also help a great deal, and the kids will be able to progress more quickly.

As always, | am open to concerns and suggestions, please feel free to ask anything anytime and |
will try my best to accommodate any requests.

Thank you,
Teacher Justin
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