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Zebra Class Newsletter
July 2020

Dear Parents,

We are entering into our last month of Marshall School, which is great, as all of the Zebra students
will be graduating and finally pushing forward into their elementary schools. While June was a
busy month, in July, we all look forward to the graduation ceremony and their speech contests.
Aside from the graduation and speech contests, our class will heavily focus on conversational
English, especially as to prepare them for having future encounters with various other foreigners
and of course, so that each student can have a competitive edge regarding English tests, English
classes, and any future homework that they may receive. All of the students in this class have
shown vast improvement in their overall skills and | encourage all students to continue learning

English to advance to a higher level. Additionally, | encourage all to keep up the good work.

Keep safe, everyone, and please maintain good hygiene practices.

Teacher Shawn B.

Reading

Reading class is a very important aspect of a child’s language and learning development, especially
here at Marshall, and I'm glad to say that we have created very good independent readers during
this year. Through the concept of reading aloud and comprehending the text, the students are
able to grasp phonics and pronounce the words clearly and correctly. They also get the
experience of obtaining new vocabulary words, which in turn, will increase their conversational
skills. | especially like the idea that all of the children go to the library and pick a book to read at
home once a week, which is of their choosing, as this encourages them to want to read. | hope
you all will see the improvements in reading made by each child.

July 6th—July 10th:The Very Big Potato



July13—July 17th: Prepare for Speech Contest
July 20th—July 24th: REVIEW

Core Material:

This class covers the essentials in English learning, including phonics, reading and grammar. The
students are expected to analyze stories for comprehension, practice vowel sounds and create
sentences based from a word bank or a selection of words. Additionally, we are using a selection of
books proven to be effective for their level, which is ideal for younger learners.

July 6th—July 10th:Prepare for Speech Contest/Review

July13—July 17th: Prepare for Speech Contest/Review

July 20th—July 24th:REVIEW

Math

MPM books and materials are used as an interesting and effective way for the students to learn
common mathematical concepts. Colors, animals and objects are used, as a way to make math
learning fun and interesting for the children, to include associated educational games.

July 6th—July 10th:Prepare for Speech Contest/Review

July13—July 17th: Prepare for Speech Contest/Review

July 20th—July 24th: REVIEW

Conversation:

This class uses the Macmillan Jump book series, which encourages better speaking and writing
knowing the differences between good and poor sentence structures. This, in turn, encourages
the students to practice using the correct sentence structures more, even when speaking to each
other outside of the lesson. In addition to the Jump book series, we will practice conversational
skills through fun activities and games.

July 6th—July 10th:Prepare for Speech Contest/Review

July13—July 17th: Prepare for Speech Contest/Review

July 20th—July 24th: REVIEW

Phonics:

We are using the Sadlier Phonics B book for this class, which is a very useful and colorful book to
help the students practice their phonics sounds. The students already do a great job with
sounding out small and medium sized words, and this book will allow them to be more advanced
phonetically. We will continue reviewing the old material along with this new material, to always
ensure the students will consistently remember their sounds.

July 6th—July 10th:Prepare for Speech Contest/Review

July13—July 17th: Prepare for Speech Contest/Review

July 20th—July 24th: REVIEW

July 27th—July 31st: Marshall NO SCHOOL



Physical Education:

P.E. class is a great way for the students to learn different ways of exercise and sports. Itis alsoa
great way to get the blood flowing, allowing the children to be more energetic, which in turn will
stimulate the brain and their learning abilities. A lot of the activities we do include, but not
limited to: relay races, Frisbee, running, catch, etc. All of these are very fun for the children,
while enhancing their physical and mental health.

July 6th—July 10th:Tug of War/Calisthenics

July13—July 17th: Trash Truck Madness

July 20th—July 24th: Monkey Bar Hanging/Swinging

Thematic Activity

Each month, we have a different foreign teacher assigned to plan and arrange activities of a given
theme, which include art projects, short field trips, or possibly, an in-class party. The themes are
related to different festivals, and celebrations from around the world, enabling each student to
have a greater understanding of different cultures and lives.

July 1st — July 31st: Cultural Awareness Activities involving Countries Around the World

Song and Dance:

This is a great opportunity for both the students and myself to build morale and bond with each
other, as singing and dancing can bring out the more fun side and loosen up. The songs chosen
are great for children and allow them to learn English through a musical way.

July 1st — July 31st: Review and Speech Contest Preparation

Library/Storybook:

The children and myself will go down to the library once a week, conducting story time and to
exchange books. It’s great that all of the children take interest in the interesting stories that | read
to them, while showing a book’s pictures and changing voices as per the character. This is a great
way to get more involved and to encourage them their imagination s to flourish, as well as

increasing their listening skills.

| hope that his newsletter is very insightful and interesting for you all,

Thank you all for reading! Please be safe and remember to wash your hands often and at least 20
seconds with soap! Additionally, please cover your mouth and nose when coughing and/or
sneezing!

Sincerely,

Tr. Shawn B.
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