
 
 

Whale Class Newsletter 

August 2019 
 
Hello Parents, 
 
It's the start of a new semester and there are a few new classes which will be explained below.  
Parent's evening is August 28th, so I look forward to seeing you then.  Most of the classes are similar 
to last semester's, so the kids are continuing with things they are already familiar with.  
 
Core Material 
This semester's core material is a little different.  This month is spent on a book, then next month we 
will look at chapter 1 of a larger “Reading Anthology Book”.  This months work is actually much easier 
than what we did last semester, so I think the class will find this very easy.  We also spend a lot time 
on practicing the high-frequency words and making new sentences with them. 
Week 1: At School (Short a) 
Week 2: Where I Live (Short i) 
Week 3: Our Pets (l-blends) 
Week 4: Let's Be Friends  (Short o) 
Week 5: Let's Move (r-blends, s-blends) 
 
Conversation/Grammar (Jump Book) 
The Jump Book is used for conversation and grammar.  So we will do the tasks in the workbook and 
also use it for vocabulary and sentence patterns.  The focus for the next few weeks is Animals and 
is/isn't.  Some of these lessons will be writing lessons using the workbook, others will be conversation 
classes focused on drilling the vocabulary. 
Week 1: 7-10 (Animals + It is/isn't) 
Week 2: 7-10 (Animals + It is/isn't) 
Week 3: 11-14 (a/an and Is it a/an?) 
Week 4: 15-18 (It's a + Spelling Review) 
Week 5: 19-22 (Numbers + It is/They are) 
 
Phonics 
Phonics is very similar to last semester's work.  We are using the same series of books, so the kids are 
familiar with the exercises we will be doing. 



Week 1: m/s + ending sounds 
Week 2: m/s + ending sounds 
Week 3: t/h/b – starting and ending sounds 
Week 4: Review  
Week 5:c/n/g – starting sounds 
 
Handwriting and Spelling Practice 
We have 3 handwriting classes a week, where the kids will focus on correct pen strokes and writing 
neatly.  There will be a lot of writing this semester so it is important that the kids keep practicing.  I 
will also send home photocopies on Fridays for homework. 
There is also a spelling class, the class will practice 10 high-frequency words from the core materials 
book every week. 
 
Story Books   
The books for this semester are a little harder than last semester's books were.   The kids are doing 
well with reading, and I think they will continue to do a good job on these exercises. 
Week 1: What Lila Loves/ My Mom? 
Week 2: What Lila Loves/ My Mom? 
Week 3: Time for Bed 
Week 4: Joshua James Likes Trucks 
Week 5:Flying Butter 
 
Math 
MPM this month is fairly similar to last semester's work.  The work is relatively simple and the kids 
shouldn't have any problems with it.  The first months work is very easy and is a good start to the new 
semester. 
Week 1: Properties (Matching Shapes/Colors)  
Week 2: Properties (Matching Shapes/Colors) 
Week 3: Mazes/Line Drawing 
Week 4: Mazes/Line Drawing 
Week 5: Counting 
 
Physical Education   
I plan and implement activities for the classes each week.  The students have a good mix of different 
games to play during PE classes, the students will have lots of fun. For PE I like to give the students 
obstacle courses and relay races and other activities that are fairly easy to understand. 
Week 1: Tricycle Race 
Week 2: Obstacle Course  
Week 3: Jumping Race 
Week 4: Obstacle Course 
Week 5: 1,2,3 stop 
 
Thematic Activity    August's thematic will be space and science.     
Week 1:  Paper Plate Astronaut         
Week 2: Construction Paper Rocket     
Week 3: Galactic Cookies    



Week 4: Space Themed Coloring and Vocabulary 
    
Song and Dance 
The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around and have 
some fun before we start our first class.  I also like to have them practice between classes or at the 
end of the day sometimes so that the students have the opportunity to move around and have some 
fun rather than sit for extended periods of time.   
Week 1: Say Hello 
Week 2: Say Hello 
Week 3: Say Hello 
Week 4: Down By The River 
Week 5:  Down By The River 
 
See you next time! 
Teacher Kevin 
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