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Giraffe Class Newsletter

January 2018

Reading

The students have all been performing very well this last month. They have been studying hard and learning so
much through their reading class. | have been spending some one on one time with them, trying to identify
each student’s strengths and weakness so as to address them and have made some minor modifications to the
tests so as to better suit their individual needs. | also spent some time on review and provided some extra
practice sheets to the students who needed more assistance. This month we will be spending most of our time
and attention on helping the students prepare for the speech contest. They will likely need a lot of time to
practice and rehearse, as they may be nervous or shy. | will do my best to help them feel relaxed and
comfortable with idea of giving their speech and coach them in any areas they need help. | hope they can
deliver their speech with confidence and assurance. Listed below is the curriculum schedule for this month’s
classes.

Week 1: Prepare for Speech Contest
Week 2: Prepare for Speech Contest
Week 3: Prepare for Speech Contest
Week 4: Prepare for Speech Contest
Week 5: Review

Phonics

Dear Parents,

These past months we have been working a lot on our short and long vowels. We’ve focused a lot on the
vowel_e pattern as well as also having different sight words to go along without spelling list. Giraffe class is
doing well and understands the basic concepts of the vowel pattern.

In this upcoming month we have our ESL’s speech contest. Previously when giraffe class was in first grade
they wrote out and recited a speech. Now in second grade our speech contest will be a little different. This
time giraffe class will be presenting one of their keynotes for their speech contest. | will be picking their topic
and helping them put together a speech to go along with their presentation.

Everyone has been working very hard on all their keynotes this semester and have improved a lot. Giraffe
class especially loves keynotes and doling projects on their iPads. I’'m sure they will put a lot of work and effort
into their speech contest presentation and | hope you enjoy it.



At the end of the month we also have a week of review where | will be focusing a lot on reviewing long

and short vowels together. We will still be having our iPad practices and | will be preparing different worksheet
as well as games for our week of review.
Week 1 — Prepare for speech contest
Week 2 —Prepare for speech contest
Week 3 —Prepare for speech contest
Week 4 —Prepare for speech contest
Week 5 — Review

Grammar

This month we will be reviewing and preparing for the speech contest. During this time we will go over all the
topics off this past semester. We will review subject and predicates, As well as how to combine two sentences
using a conjunction. After | hope all the kids will try their best to memorize their speeches in preparation for
the contest.

Jan. 2nd- Jan 6™ Review
Jan. 8th- Jan 12" Review
Jan. 15th- Jan 19" Prepare for speech contest
Jan. 22nd- Jan 26" Prepare for speech contest

Composition

Dear Parents,

We are into our last month of the semester. This month will see us focusing on preparing for the Speech
Contest which will consist of a Keynote presentation. This will be a culmination of all the work the students
have done and showcase the skills they have learnt so far. They will use their knowledge and skills have
developed in Composition Writing and combine them with other skills learnt in their other classes.

Please see below for a detailed schedule of January.

January will see us continue to use the skills learnt in the other classes to develop our composition writing in an
interesting and creative manner.

Week 1- Speech Contest

Week 2- Speech Contest

Week 3- Speech Contest

Week 4- Speech Contest

Week 5- Speech Contest

All the Best,
Teacher Eamonn
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Teacher Eamonn



