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Reading Class

This last month the students made so much progress. | think they have greatly improved their vocabulary
understanding and spelling words, by learning to sound out the letters using phonics. The students also spent a
lot of time focusing on their reading comprehension as we went through the weekly assessment books as well.
This month we have a lot of new educational stories, such as “Families Working Together”, discussing children
helping out on a farm. This ties in very well with last week’s story following a young girl working with her father
on a wild life reserve. This month seems to be focusing a lot on concepts and vocabulary words related to
responsibility and care. This allows for us to have some very great discussions as well about topics such as
chores, and caring for pets. I’'m sure the students will learn a lot this month, not only in relation to reading and
spelling, but also everyday life.

December

Week 1: Unit 1: Week 5
Week 2: Unit 1: Week 5
Week 3: Unit 1: Week 5
Week 4: Review
Phonics

This months in Phonics class we will be learning long and short ‘I'. We will be focusing a lot on the i_e verb
pattern. | have been using a variety of games to help everyone review the meanings and phonic patterns from
each sections of the book. As our workbooks also have a lot to do with knowing the meaning of the words
besides the phonics patters, we also spend quite a bit of time ledarning and doing review of the meanings of
our phonics spelling words.

Though we spend more time in phonics class than some of Giraffe class’s other classes, it is still important for
everyone to do review on their own at home. As phonics is the base of reading and writing | feel this is very



important for them to be familiar with all the material we learn each month. Learning and remembering the
different phonics rules, especially when it comes to vowels, can be a challenge. Even with the simple vowel_e
patterns it is easy to forget to look at the back of the word for the ‘e’ which changed the sound and makes a big
difference.

So far everyone is also doing great in keynotes. Though it is hard and tough sometimes to find all the
information they need for their keynotes everyone still really enjoys doing this project every month.
Week 1 -Unit 1 week 5

Week 2 — Unit 1 week 5

Week 3 —Unit 1 week 5

Week 4 — Review

Grammar

This month we will be continuing on the topics of Subjects and Predicates. But we will start to also learn about
combining sentences and how this will affect the two parts of a sentence. We will discuss about multiple
subjects and predicates. As well as see how sometimes the predicate is not always behind the subject, and how
to recognize when this happens.

Week 1- Unit 1 Week 5 - Expanding and Combining Sentences

Week 2 - Unit 1 Week 5 — Anna swept the floor. Anna fed the cat. Anna swept the floor and fed the cat.

Week 3 - Unit 1 Week 5 — Quotation Marks

Week 4 - Unit 1 Week 5 — Molly cleans her bedroom and the kitchen.

Composition

Dear Parents,

We are progressing well as we work through Grade 2. We continue to have issues with their Mind Map
technique as they are not taking the time to put in the information. It is a really important aspect of the Mind
Map as this is the core information that will make up the basis of their writing. This month | really focused on
highlighting the opening and closing sentences aspect of writing to make an interesting introduction and and
then closing out the topic in a clear and concise way. The reader needs to know that it is the end of the story.

This month we will be writing about ‘Il Have Wings’. | like to encourage creativity and imagination to produce
interesting and informative compositions. | will give them examples and ideas but really want them try to think
for themselves.

December will see us continue to use the skills learnt in the other classes to develop our composition writing in
an interesting and creative manner. Please see below for a detailed schedule of December.

Week 1- | Have Wings

Week 2- | Have Wings

Week 3- | Have Wings

Week 4- Review

All the Best,
Teacher Eamonn
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Teacher Eamonn



