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Dear Whale Class Parents,

My name is Taliesin Hoyle. | am pleased and proud to be the teacher of this wonderful class. | hope to see
all of you on the 30", for the parent teacher event.

My teaching style is gentle and flexible. | try to help the children to find their own way. We will use a lot of
games and activities. Children need to enjoy their classes, and to learn by doing. | consider a class
successful if the children enjoy it, and | am going to make sure that things are dynamic and fun. Hopefully
the children have already told you about the games we use in class.

The class has quite mixed ability. Some of them find handwriting very hard, so | will be giving extra practice
for handwriting and phonics. Where possible, | will adapt the work to their capabilities. This month, | will
help them to get used to the short vowel sounds.

Because spelling is too hard for some of them, | will not be doing spelling tests. We will instead have
spelling practice, and this practice will focus on the most common words in English, and on the short
vowels we are doing in phonics class.

| am enjoying our classes together, and | think the students are enjoying them too.
Thank you for your trust and confidence in me, and in the school.
The following pages detail the September schedule by subject.

Yours reasonably,
- Taliesin Hoyle (Teacher Tal)

READING
We read the small books together in class. | will start to get each student to read to me individually as well.
WEEK 1 Story Book — It’s Circle Time! Shapes
Core Material Book (Unit 1 Week 2) - Six Kids
WEEK 2 Story Book — Here Comes the Parade
Core Material Book (Unit 1 Week 3) — Maps!
WEEK 3 Story Book — | Love Trees
Core Material Book (Unit 1 Week 3) — Maps!



WEEK 4 Story Book — Out the Door
Core Material Book (Unit 1 Week 3) — Maps!

PHONICS

| will be putting a lot of emphasis on phonics skills in my classes. They will practice writing short words on
the board, and on paper. The homework is done twice. Once in class and once at home. By the end of the
month, they should be able to identify the five short vowel sounds, and spell a few words for each vowel.
WEEK 1 Phonics Workbook (short a)

WEEK 2 Phonics Workbook (short i)

WEEK 3 Phonics Workbook (short a, e and i review. Short o)

WEEK 4 Phonics Workbook (short u)

VOCABULARY
Vocabulary will be from the McGraw-Hill Reading Wonders books, and other words that | will take from the
phonics book and small readers.

WRITING

There are two main skills that we need to focus on. The first, for children this young, is basic penmanship.
They need practice forming the letters of the alphabet. That will be the main focus of my writing classes. |
will only use parts of the writing book, as it is too hard for them to do by themselves, and they will benefit
far more from a focus on the fundamental skills. We will use the vocabulary words, and practice writing
quickly and accurately. The second skill is constructing sentences. That will take a while to achieve.

WEEK 1Short a

WEEK 2 Short i

WEEK 3 Short a, e and i review. Short o

WEEK 4 Short u

GRAMMAR

We are repeating sentence patterns in everyday conversation. The grammar book is a good foundation for
this, as it focuses on the most important formations. We may work a little ahead in this class, as the book is
easy enough for them to gain confidence and see their progress.

WEEK 1 Grammar Workbook (Unit 1 - Review) - Spelling

WEEK 2 Grammar Workbook (Unit 2 - Lessons 1 & 2) — | like... | don’t like...

WEEK 3 Grammar Workbook (Unit 2 - Lessons 3 & 4) — She eats... She likes...

WEEK 4 Grammar Workbook (Unit 2 - Lessons 5 & 6) — Verbs and nouns.

MATH

We are using games, puzzles and activities that focus on a set of core skills. We also integrate counting into
P.E class, and other activities, such as board games that use dice and movement.

WEEK 1 Math Workbook (Level E1) - Writing Practice

WEEK 2 Math Workbook (Level E1) - Reciting Numbers

WEEK 3 Math Workbook (Level E1) - More Than Or Less Than

WEEK 4 Math Workbook (Level E1) - More Than Or Less Than

WEEK 5 Math Workbook (Level E2) - Ordinal Numbers

SONGS

The class will sing songs before breakfast and at other free times throughout the day. We will also do the
Time Warp, a dance that is good P.E.

WEEK 1 Down by the River

WEEK 2 Hickory Dickory Dock

WEEK 3 Hickory Dickory Dock

WEEK 4 Hokey Pokey

PHYSICAL EDUCATION



The playground maintenance will be finished by the time September starts. We will have a structured
activity every second week, and play a sport or game on odd weeks.

WEEK 1 Tag. Rounders.

WEEK 2 Hoop pass. Relay race.

WEEK 3 Tag. King of the Hill.

WEEK 4 Ball and spoon jousting. Ball and spoon race.
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- Taliesin Hoyle (Teacher Tal)
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