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August 2017

Dear Parents,

My name is Tr. Alex and | will be teaching Zebra class. | am from the United States and have been
teaching in Taiwan for many years. | have worked with and taught many different levels and age groups. |
especially enjoy teaching younger children. | look forward to getting to know every child in Zebra class. Of
course as we are a new class and it is everyone’s first time coming to school the first few weeks or even
month everyone will be getting used to coming to school and being away from their parents. This will be
scary for them at first and as a teacher or parent this will also require a lot of patience., But with a little
time I’'m sure they will get settled in and be comfortable with going to school and will have gotten to know
the teachers better.

During this first semester (especially this first month) | want to take things slow and get to know each
student better. For class | will be using different games and fun methods to let everyone know that school
can be a fun place to learn and make new friends. In this first month | will also set some simple rules and
teach everyone some basic manners such as saying “please” and “thank you”. | feel this is important to do
at the start so everyone can get into a good habit of being nice to each other and learn to follow simple
rules. Of course at first we will only start out with some simple classroom rules such as “ask the teacher if
you need to go to the bathroom or need help with anything”. As they grow older and learn more | will
slowly add on other little rules.

For class this month we will be starting out with the basics, such as learning their ABCs and we will also
learn a few simple songs and fun activities. We also have a short conversation class where at first | will
teach them simple phrases and slowly from there we will start taking about different subjects and other
things. | hope everyone has fun and enjoys their time here. If you ever have any questions or concerns
please feel free to communicate with Teacher Mina or |. We are very happy and will do our best to meet
everyone’s needs and concerns.

Reading

We will be starting out with very simple books this semester. Every book focuses on different things such as
phonics, using the story to teach you something, sight words etc. At first everything will be new to them, so
| will use a lot of actions and hand motions to explain the story and new words. For some books where we
learn different verbs and actions, | like to have everyone stand up and do the actions along with reading the
book. This really helps them remember the word with the action and whenever they do that action when
we’re not reading the book they will think of the word. This is also a great way for them to not just be
sitting for the whole class as at this age it’s easy for them to get restless and want to stand up. At the end of



the week on Friday | often like to play a review game as a nice way to finish that week’s book and as a little
review.

August

Week 1- School

Week 2 —Lunch

Week 3 — We Like To Play

Week 4 —Kittens

Week 5—1Can See

Core Material/Phonics

For the first month of core material we will not have any books. After the first month we will start on our
Wonders books. For the first month we will be focusing on learning the letters A-Z. Each week we will add
on more letters and play games to help everyone recognise the different letters. I'll let then try tracing the
letters, however at first this will be a little hard and their letter may not be perfect. In our wonders book we
have a phonics section, however we also have another book that focuses on phonics. This month we will
start by leaning a few consonant sounds such as “m” and “f”. Phonics are very important as learning
phonics will make reading and writing a lot easier if they are familiar with the different letters and the
sounds they make. So having a good foundation in phonics is very important.

August

Week 1- Letter recognition: A-Z

Week 2 — Letter recognition: A-Z

Week 3 — Letter recognition: A-Z

Week 4 — Letter recognition: A-Z

Week 5 — Start Smart

Maths

In math class we use MPM math. Every grade we will get a new set of book that teaches various different
skills from simple math to other skills such as sorting objects into sets. We also get to have a MPM box
which has different objects to go along with our books and what we are learning. This first month we will
start with learning about colors, how to draw vertical and horizontal lines, and the numbers 1, 2, and 3. |
will be using flash cards and some simple games to help everyone become familiar with and recognise the
different colors and their names.

August

Week 1- A1 P 1-5

Week 2 - Al: P 6-10

Week 3 - A1: P11-14

Week 4 —A1: P15-18

Week 5—-A2:P1-5

Physical Education

For PE class this week we will start out with some simple games and activities. We will have PE class on the
playground unless it’s raining or everyone feels it’s too hot. In that case we will move our PE class into the
waiting room. We will have our PE class with one or two other classes together. Sometimes the teachers
will choose to do activities together with other classes, and sometimes each class will do their own
separate thing. Sometimes we will play games or have races, and others we will do group activities.
August

Week 1- Action games

Week 2 —Kicking a ball

Week 3 — Car races

Week 4 -Tag

Week 5 — Catch the ball

Song and Dance



Song and dance time is a fun and easy class that we have in the morning to kick start the day. We have
differ fun songs that everyone can sing along to. A few of our songs are action songs to which everyone can
learn and do the actions together. We can still have fun and place games or dance to other songs even
though they aren’t action songs. Songs are a great way for k3 to learn and remember things that we are
learning. As you might have guessed the ABC song or head, shoulders, knees, and toes song are great songs
for learning the ABCs and body parts. | will be picking some other songs to use in class even if they aren’t a
part of our curriculum.

August

Week 1- Walking Walking/ Good Morning

Week 2 — Walking Walking/ Good Morning

Week 3 — Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes/ One, two, buckle my shoe

Week 4 — Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes/ One, two, buckle my shoe

Week 5 — Teddy Bear/ Where is thumb kin

Conversation

For conversation class we will be starting out with the basics such as a, an, it is, what is, etc. | will have a
book with different phrases and sentences that | will use for this class. If they pick everything up fast | will
also start teaching them other basic phrases and questions. | will let everyone take turns using what
phrases, sentences, or questions we learn and ask other students and practise. As this age it’s very easy for
them to pick up and copy whatever the teacher says. As we are starting out with very basic phrases I’'m sure
they will pick it up very fast if not before we’ve even gotten to that part of the book.

August

Week 1- “a”
Week 2 — “a@’
Week 3 — “an”
Week 4 —“an”

Week 5 - Review
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Week 1-School

Week 2-Lunch

Week 3-We Like To Play
Week 4-Kittens

Week 5-1 Can See
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Week1- FEHH A-Z

Week2- FEIEH A-Z

Week3- FEIH#EE A-Z

Week4- FEIHES A-Z

Week5- start smart
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Week 1-A1P1-5
Week 2-Al: P 6-10
Week 3-Al: P11-14
Week 4-A1 P15-18
Week 5-A2: P1.5
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Week 1- Action games

Week 2-Kicking a ball

Week 3-Car races

Week 4-Tag
Week 5-Catch the ball
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Week 1 - Walking Walking Good Morning

Week 2 - Walking Walking / Good Morning

Week 3 - Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes One, Two, Buckle my shoe Week 4 - Head, Shoulders, My shoe
Week 5 - Teddy Bearl Where is thumb kin
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Week 1-"a"
Week 2-"a"
Week 3-"an"



Week4- "an"
Week 5- 52



