Monkey Class Newsletter
December 2016

Dear parents,

With all the excitement of last month’s drama play drawing to a close we now brace ourselves for another
exciting month as we will all be getting into the Christmas spirit! Monkey class are growing in confidence every
day and as the student’s abilities in English and behaviour improve, so are the possibilities for the class.

We are hearing a lot more conversation and good pronunciation in and out of class recently and all students
are showing a good appetite for learning English. | am sure the New Year will bring many great times for
Monkey class and December will be a positive time for all!

Best wishes,
Teacher Sam

Reading

Reading class is something we take a lot of pride in here at Marshall and we always aim by the end of the first
year and certainly at the end of the second year to have a class of independent readers with a full grasp of
phonics and the pronunciation of words. This class is also great for building up their vocabulary which in turn
benefits their conversation skills. | find this class feeds the student’s imagination, inspires children to read
stories in their own time and usually by the 3 year they are wanting to write their own stories! As reading is a
personal favourite pass time for me | take a lot of care bringing out the best possible results for the children in
this subject and | hope you will all see a steady improvement in your child’s ability.

November 28" — December 2™: Too Many Dogs

December 5" — December 9™: Sleepy Dog

December 12" — December 16™: Lion and the Mouse

December 19" — December 23™: The Poky Little Puppy

December 26™ — December 30™: Sleepy Dog, Wake Up!

Core Material

This class is an all encompassing lesson for the children’s reading, grammar and phonics skills. In these classes
children are asked to analyse stories, practice vowel sounds and use a selection of keywords for sentence
making and grammar. This month we will begin Smart Start Unit 2.



November 28" — December 2™: Unit 3: Rules to go by
December 5" — December 9™: Unit 3: Sounds around us
December 12" — December 16™: Unit 3: The places we go
December 19" — December 23™: Unit 3: Review
December 26™ — December 30": Unit 4: Time for work

Math

We are using the MPM books and boxes for our maths class. They really have a unique and interesting way of
delivering common mathematical concepts to the children often by using animals, colours and objects that
children associate with fun and games! This month we will focus on...

November 28" — December 2" A4: PO1 — 05: Functions

December 5™ — December 9™: A4: PO6 — 10: Properties

December 12" — December 16™: A4: P11 — 14: Properties

December 19" — December 23™: A4: P15 — 18: Counting objects

December 26™ — December 30™: A5: PO1 - 5: Paths

Physical Education

P.E. Class is shared with Lion class and Teacher John who is a great member of staff! Every week we work
together to create fun activities for the children either using the gym equipment or the playground equipment.
Teacher John and | also encourage the children to exercise regularly and we often stress the significance and
importance that it can have on their physical and mental health.

November 28" — December 2™: Santa sack race

December 5™ — December 9": Santa ball chase

December 12" — December 16™: Reindeer Race

December 19" — December 23™: Find Santa’s hat

December 26™ — December 30™: Race to the North Pole and back.

Thematic Activity

Each month a different foreign teacher is assigned to plan and arrange activities of a given theme. This can be
anything from small art projects, short field trips near the school or even a party in the classroom! The themes
are often related to different festivals around the world so it really helps them to understand different cultures
while having fun at the same time.

November 28" — December 2™: Santa Face

December 5™ — December 9™: Snow Scene

December 12" — December 16™: Christmas Tree

December 19" — December 23™: Gingerbread House

December 26™ — December 30™: Firework

Song and Dance

This is a great opportunity for myself and the students to bond and enjoy some songs together. In addition to
the scheduled songs | will be teaching the children further songs from the Disney catalogue, musicals or simply
just any songs | find that are good for children! It gives me great pleasure to find songs we can all enjoy!
November 28" — December 2™: This is the way

December 5" — December 9"™: The Queen is taking a walk

December 12" — December 16™: The Queen is taking a walk

December 19" — December 23™: Old MacDonald had a farm

December 26™ — December 30™: Old MacDonald had a farm

Library/Storybook



Each week the children and myself visit the library for story time and to exchange books. It’s lovely to see all of
them listening to the stories and taking an interest! They really get involved with the stories and | believe it’s
good for their listening and their imagination!

| hope this has been an insightful newsletter for you all,

Thank you for reading!

Best wishes,
Tr. Sam
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