Kangaroo Class Newsletter
December 2016

Dear Parents,

It has been a great pleasure to be teaching in the Kangaroo class. We've had lots of fun playing games with
them and teaching them new things. In this month, we will be continuing our studies about a community and
how everyone works together. We have been learning about different occupations, buildings, people, and how
we can help in our community to make it a wonderful place to live in. The Kangaroo’s class reading and
pronunciation has improved a lot over this past month and I’'m sure they will do well. But remember even
though they are improving, there's always a lot more to learn, and | hope all the kids have fun as we continue
learning together.

Reading
After a few weeks of no readers I'm sure all the kids are very eager to get back to reading the different stories

about the "Critter Family" and their adventures. Stories like "Snow Ball Soup" will teach the kids some simple
science about hot and cold, while they will also learn good spending habits in "Just saving my money".

Nov. 28th - Dec. 2nd Snowball Soup

Dec. 5th - Dec. 9th Just saving my money
Dec. 12th - Dec. 16th Going to the fire house
Dec. 19th - Dec. 23th Going to the sea park
Dec. 26th - Dec30th Just a little sick

Core Material

Our core material will be focusing on more consonant blends and their sounds. As many blends do not sound
like the letters that make them, we will be doing some drills to help the kids recognize sounds like "th" and
"wh". We will of course be discussing other subjects, such as the usage of do/does and like/likes.

Nov. 28th - Dec. 2™ Story: Thump Thump Helps Out

Dec. 5th - Dec. 9th Discussion: Proper nouns/ Organization

Dec. 12th - Dec. 16" Discussion: Map it, What is the family using to get directions

Dec. 19th - Dec. 23th Phonics: ch, tch, wh, ph

Dec. 26th - Dec30th Exercise; Find your way on the map.



Math

In December, the kids will be learning more about describing an objects location is, relative to other objects.
Phrases such as "the dog is in-front-of the ball" and "the car is the first one" are important to being able to tell
others how to find things and communicate to others where to find things

Nov. 28th - Dec. 2nd  E4 P01-05 The----is before the------

Dec. 5th - Dec. 9th E4 P0O6-10 The----is in the-----window

Dec. 12th - Dec. 16th E4 P11-14  -—-- plus----equals--------

Dec. 19th - Dec. 23th E4 P15-18 The-----is the tallest.

Dec. 26th - Dec30th  E5P01-05 The----is the shortest.

Physical Education

As the winter months are coming and the weather is getting colder, we would like to remind everyone to
please bring enough clothes for playing outside. While it might be warm and sunny in the morning it
sometimes will get cold and windy in the afternoons and its easy to get sick. That will also be part of our PE
lessons, as being healthy to exercise is also important so we will be teaching the kids these daily tips.

Nov. 28th - Dec. 2™  Warm-ups

Dec. 5th - Dec. 9th  Spider crawl

Dec. 12th - Dec. 16™  Tricycle relay

Dec. 19th - Dec. 23th Car relay

Dec. 26th - Dec30th  Obstacle course

Thematic Activity

As December main focus is on Christmas, that is what the main points of our Thematic activities will be about.
Making artwork and decorations, will further help the kids in learning motor skills and following directions. As
these projects will include more cutting and pasting the kids will need to learn to go slow and do things

carefully

Nov. 28th - Dec. 2™ Santa Face

Dec. 5th - Dec. 9th Snow Scene

Dec. 12th - Dec. 16" Handprint Christmas Tree
Dec. 19th - Dec. 23th Gingerbread House

Dec. 26th - Dec30th Firework

Song and Dance

As the semester is its final months the songs that we will be learning are longer and a little more up-beat. As
the kids learn more about melodies and singing together these songs will help instruct them not only in
rhyming and rhythm but also in a few interesting things such as " synonym's" or words that sound the same but
have different meanings.

Nov. 28th - Dec. 2nd Must be Santa

Dec. 5th - Dec. 9th  Friends

Dec. 12th - Dec. 16th Friends

Dec. 19th - Dec. 23th We've got the whole world

Dec. 26th - Dec30th We've got the whole world

Science

As we continue though the world of Science we will be learning about things that are "alive" and "non-living"
and there are different descriptions as to what is alive and what is not. We will be discussing the different
requirements for something that is living vs. a dead object.

Nov. 28th - Dec. 2™ Plants are living things

Dec. 5th - Dec. 9th Plants are living things



Dec. 12th - Dec. 16" Animals are living things
Dec. 19th - Dec. 23th Animals are living things
Dec. 26th - Dec30th Review

Library/Storybook

Each week the children and myself visit the library for story time and to exchange books. It’s fun to see the
interesting choices of books that the kids make. It’s also fun as | will choose a story to read to them. They
always laugh when | characterize each person’s voice in the book to mach the story line. All the kids have fun
and its a good experience for all

Thank you for reading!

Tr. Tim
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