2016 April, Giraffe Class Newsletter

Dear Parents,

The semester has been going well for everyone in Giraffe class as we review, reinforce, and build
upon what we have learned. Much of what we do can be done independently by everyone in the class.

The reading books have been more advanced with a greater variety of vocabulary. This vocabulary
has been reviewed with pronunciation and definitions as the main focus. The words also have been
used verbally in sentences to help with understanding. Creating and answering questions is also a
part of this to develop conversation skills.

The writing exercises have been using all of the vocabulary and phonics words we have covered. We
have included writing sentences using these words as well. Next, we will begin writing short stories of
five sentences or less. Everyone is more interested in learning new vocabulary besides what is taught
from the books.

Spelling is practiced on a daily basis as part of reading, phonics, and writing lessons. The words from
the phonics readers continue to be reviewed and spelled on short quizzes given. In addition,
everyone in class helps each other if they have difficulty spelling certain common words or words that
are special.

The schedule for April is on the following pages.

Sincerely,
-Bill Kissinger

Songs & Dancing/Show & Tell — Songs are sung together by the class. Activities such as musical
chairs are done with the songs. Show and tell will be done occasionally.

Week 1~3 Forever Young

Week 4 What A Wonderful World

Reading Books — Done in class using individual and group reading. Students are asked to read
pages individually. Review by listening to the reading recording CD at home is encouraged.
Week 1 Review



Week 2 Just A Little Sick (stay, plain, crunch, video games, rocket, build, temperature, fever)

Week 3 Just A Minute (painted, minute, washed, skyscraper, knocked, puddle, answered,
confused, blocks)
Week 4 More Spaghetti | Say (spaghetti, knees, pancakes, ice cream, pickles, bananas,

mustard, marshmallows)

Core Material — Covers key words, phonics and short story. This is used for sentence building,
conversation, phonics, spelling and reading. This is often taught using games and other interactive
activities.

Week 1 Review + Assessment + Spelling

Week 2 Unit 2 Week 5: Map It (Words: around, by, many, place, walk) + (Phonics: ch, -tch, wh,
ph) + (Story: Which Way On The Map?)

Week 3 Unit 2 Week 5: Map It (Words: around, by, many, place, walk) + (Phonics: ch, -tch, wh,
ph) + (Story: Which Way On The Map?)

Week 4 Review + Assessment + Spelling

Math — Arithmetic skills and visual problem solving are covered. Hands-on activities are done along
with pencil and paper work.

Week 1 Workbook F2: Page 15-18 (Positioning)
Week 2 Workbook F3: Page 1-5 (Repetitive Patterns)
Week 3 Workbook F3: Page 6-10 (Addition)

Week 4 Workbook F3: Page 11-14 (Set Theory)

Thematic Activity — A variety of art or cultural activities based off of a chosen monthly cultural topic.
These are decided the week before. Short lesson on the topic is given when needed.

Week 1~2 Mexico

Week 3~4 France

Writing — Practicing of penmanship and writing out sentences to practice grammar usage and
patterns. This is taught using blank writing sheets or with worksheets.
Week 1~4 Grammar and Writing Workbooks

Science — This covers basic scientific and natural concepts with some vocabulary. Lessons can
include simple experiments or other hands-on activities.

Week 1 Review, D52-53 [Chapter 8 Review.] (Vocabulary: pollution, reduce, reuse, recycle.)

Week 2 Lesson 1, E6-9 [Matter.] (Vocabulary: matter, properties, mass. Questions: What is
matter?)

Week 3 Lesson 2, E12-15 [Solids.] (Vocabulary: solid, ruler, balance. Questions: What are
solids?)

Week 4 Lesson 3, E18-21 [Liquids.] (Vocabulary: liquid, measuring cup. Questions: What are

liquids? How can you measure liquids?)

Physical Education — Students do games and activities outside emphasizing physical activity.
Activities are sometimes done with another class.

Week 1 Soccer Kick Week 2 Baton Relay

Week 3 Train Week 4 Obstacle Course

Library — The students choose a storybook to take home from the school library. A book is chosen by
the teacher or class leader to be read to the class. Students may also be asked to individually read
their books to the teacher.

Outdoor Playtime — Free play on the playground and conversation practice. Conversation practice is
based on a general topic.
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Week 1 Forever Young

Week 2 Forever Young

Week 3 Forever Young

Week 4 What A Wonderful World
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Week 1 Review + Assessment + Spelling

Week 2 Unit 2 Week 5: Map It (Words: around, by, many, place, walk) + (Phonics: ch, -tch, wh,
ph) + (Story: Which Way On The Map?)



Week 3 Unit 2 Week 5: Map It (Words: around, by, many, place, walk) + (Phonics: ch, -tch, wh,
ph) + (Story: Which Way On The Map?)
Week 4 Review + Assessment + Spelling
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Week 1 Workbook F2: Page 15-18 (Positioning)
Week 2 Workbook F3: Page 1-5 (Repetitive Patterns)
Week 3 Workbook F3: Page 6-10 (Addition)

Week 4 Workbook F3: Page 11-14 (Set Theory)
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