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Dolphin Class Newsletter
February and March 2016

Hello Parents,

It's the beginning of a new semester and | am looking forward to building on the progress the class
made in the first semester. | will be in England this month so the class will be covered by Teacher
Cecilia and also by Teacher Brant. There are no special activities in February and parents evening will
take place in March instead. During the first semester the class made a lot of progress and most of
the students are now fairly good at sounding out three letter words. We will spend the first 2 months
on short vowels and more sounding out of three letter words and once | am confident that the class
understand this we can start on consonant blends and simple four letter words.

Reading

Now that it's the second semester we will be moving onto slightly more complicated books and | plan
to increase the number of sight words the students learn this semester as well as continuing with
phonics. This semester | expect that we can start on consonant blends like “tr” “sh”, etc... | hope
parents can encourage their children to look at the English books at home. The more they see English
words, the easier it will be to recognize and read words. The students will not learn to read this
semester, they will really only be able to memorise the sentences and learn to associate them with
the pictures. This is fine, the reading class is still very valuable in terms of expanding vocabulary and
developing pronunciation. They will learn to recognise a a lot of items like dogs, cats, apples, etc...
Week 1: Hot Dog

Week 2: Winter Vacation

Week 3: May | Please Have a Cookie?

Week 4: Hello, School Bus

Week 5: Tae Kwon Do

Week 6: Chicks

Week 7: | Love Snow

Week 8: | Love Colors

Week 9: | am Lost

Gross and Fine Motor Skills

This class uses two  In semester one we completed the Colors and Shapes book, | did not start the
letters book as | wanted to wait until the kids had a better grasp of the alphabet so that is what we
will be doing this semester. In addition | will also give the students additional worksheets | find on the
internet to give them more practice at tracing shapes.



Generally the students who like to draw pictures tend to develop their motor skills much more quickly,
so encouraging your child to draw will have benefits in this area.

Core Skills - Conversation and Reading

During February we will be completing book 5 — Wonders of Nature. The book continues to build on
the same simple three letter words that will allow the class to develop their reading ability. This book
focuses on plants and animals. As well as practising the reading we can also talk a little about animals
and plants and what they need to grow.

In March we will start book 6 — Weather for all Seasons. Week 5 is “four seasons”, week 6 is “What's
the Weather”, week 7 is “Stormy Weather” and Week 8 is a review week. This unit has lots of
opportunities for teaching extra vocabulary and sentence patterns.

Week 1: Unit 5 - How Does your Garden grow?

Week 2: Winter Vacation

Week 3: Unit 5 - Trees

Week 4: Unit 5 — Fresh from the Farm

Week 5: Unit 6 — The Four Seasons

Week 6: Unit 6 — What's the Weather

Week 7: Unit 6 — Stormy Weather

Week 8: Unit 6 — Books 5 and 6 Review

Week 9: Unit 7 — Baby Animals

Math

This semester’s MPM is fairly similar to last semester; it covers shapes, numbers and some writing
and pattern practice. There are lots of logic based exercises where the students have to grasp a rule
or concept then apply it to the next exercise. As well as doing the work we also do practice work and
review on the whiteboard. Each MPM set comes with large props for the teacher which are useful for
explain things before we open the book. We also have a fun sticker book to use each month.

Week 1: Properties — shapes/colors

Week 2: Winter Vacation

Week 3: Reciting Numbers

Week 4: Review/Book of Discovery

Week 5: Properties — shapes/colors

Week 6: Reciting Numbers

Week 7: Spatial Description

Week 8: Review/Book of Discovery

Week 9: Counting Objects

Physical Education

| plan and implement activities for the classes each week. The students have a good mix of different
games to play during PE classes; the students will have lots of fun. For PE | like to give the students
obstacle courses and relay races and other activities that are fairly easy to understand.

Week 1: Grab the baton

Week 2: Winter Vacation

Week 3: Obstacle Course

Week 4: Tricycle Race

Week 5: Obstacle Relay Race

Week 6: Find the balls

Week 7: Basketball race



Week 8:
Week 9:

Obstacle Course
Jumping race

Thematic Activity
The English teachers get an opportunity to plan a month of thematic activities. These can consist of
art projects, a short field trip to the park, or a class project to be done within the classroom.

Week 1:
Week 2:
Week 3:
Week 4:
Week 5:
Week 6:
Week 7:
Week 8:
Week 9:

Chinese New Year Decoration
Winter Vacation

Spring

Spring

Japan

Japan

America

America

England

Song and Dance

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around and have
some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them practice between classes or at the
end of the day sometimes so that the students have the opportunity to move around and have some
fun rather than sit for extended periods of time.

Week 1:
Week 2:
Week 3:
Week 4:
Week 5:
Week 6:
Week 7:
Week 8:
Week 9:

We Will Rock You
We Will Rock You
We Will Rock You
We Will Rock You
| Will Follow Him
| Will Follow Him
| Will Follow Him
The Shapes Threw a Party
The Shapes Threw a Party

Courtesy, Healthy Habits and Safety
Every week we have a class for teaching different things related to health and safety. This could be

washing

hands or playing safely in the playground. The class is a good opportunity to address any

issues that have come up in the classroom or the playground.

See you next time!

Teacher

Kevin
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Week 1: Hot Dog

Week 2: iR

Week 3: May | Please Have a Cookie?

Week 4: Hello » School Bus

Week 5: Tae Kwon Do

Week 6: Chicks

Week 7: | Love Snow

Week 8: | Love Colors

Week 9: | am Lost

Gross and Fine Motor Skills
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Core Skills - Conversation and Reading
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Week 1: Unit 5 ~{REV{EEIRERS EAL?

Week 2: ZE{E;

Week 3: Unit 5 — Bf AR

Week 4: Unit 5 — & 51215

Week 5: Unit 6 — JUZE

Week 6: Unit 6 — K58 4010

Week 7: Unit 6 — Z&JER

Week 8: Unit 6 — #53

Week 9: Unit 7 — /Y& &

Math
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Week 1: ¢ - JEIR/BRE

Week 2: ZE{&

Week 3: #1575

Week 4: #F7 /Book of Discovery

Week 5: FiiE- TR /BRE

Week 6: H{F 53

Week 7: 25 [L]$H i

Week 8: #F7/Book of Discovery

Week 9: (¥

Physical Education
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Week 7: E£EREEE

Week 8: [EgE
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Week 1: FriEAiE
Week 2: ZE{&
Week 3: F K

Week 4: FK
Week 5: H A

Week 6: H A
Week 7: ZE[H]
Week 8: ZE[F]
Week 9: FL[E]

Song and Dance

TR EERATE e H SRR AG o T TER S 1L —EIRBLGRT v DL — B B B85 Ot =
2 o B EHE T E R P 0 — RERRAS AT — L5 ) - BT DA S g S
AGFR OS2 18 BRI R > T 2 P AL B A AR

Week 1: We Will Rock You

Week 2: ZEE

Week 3: We Will Rock You

Week 4: We Will Rock You

Week 5: | Will Follow Him

Week 6: | Will Follow Him

Week 7: | Will Follow Him

Week 8: The Shapes Threw a Party

Week 9: The Shapes Threw a Party

Courtesy, Healthy Habits and Safety
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See you next time!

Teacher Kevin



