I

Dolphin Class Newsletter
January 2015

Hello Parents,
| hope you enjoyed the Christmas show. This month is the reading contest so we will be preparing for that in
class as well as doing out regular classes.

Reading Since this is the first semester the class will be reading very simple books with only a limited number
of words and lots of repetition of sentence patterns. | hope parents can encourage their children to look at the
English books at home. The more they see English words, the easier it will be to recognize and read words. The
students will not learn to read this semester, they will really only be able to memorise the sentences and learn
to associate them with the pictures. This is fine; the reading class is still very valuable in terms of expanding
vocabulary and developing pronunciation. They will learn to recognise a lot of items like dogs, cats, apples,
etc...

Week 1: Sleepy dog, Wake up

Week 2: Reading Contest

Week 3: City Cats, Country Cats

Week 4: Jack and Jill and Big Dog Bill

Gross and Fine Motor Skills This class uses two coloring/activity books. Colors and shapes and numbers.
These books let the students practice holding crayons and pencils and drawing the outlines of numbers and
letters. They are also a nice way to reinforce vocabulary for colors and shapes and develop number and letter
recognition. As well as completing the books | also give the students some extra worksheets so they can have
more practice tracing shapes and lines. Generally the students who like to draw pictures tend to develop their
motor skills much more quickly, so encouraging your child to draw will have benefits in this area.

Core Skills — Conversation and Reading The first week of January is “Meet your Neighbours”, this unit is about

neighbours, so we can learn “house” and “door and some other words. As well as using the books | also do a

lot of general conversation with the class - “give me the X please”, “l have...”, “l don’t have...” After this we will

do “Pitch In” which is about helping. The unit for this book continues the same theme, of “I can...” “I see...” etc.
The class recognise these words pretty well.

Week 1: Unit 4: Around the Neighborhood

Week 2: Unit 4: On the Job!

Week 3: Unit 4 Meet Your Neighbors

Week 4: Review




Math: We are back to MPM and now we are doing book 4. Week one uses the sticker book and is about
shopping. Week 2 is about paths and the students have to match items to the items at the other end of the
path. Week 3 is number reciting; the students are already quite good at counting to ten. Week 4 is about
matching up items based on their similarities.

Week 1: Big Book

Week 2: Paths

Week 3: Reciting Numbers

Week 4: Spatial Description

Physical Education | plan and implement activities for the classes each week. The students have a good mix of
different games to play during PE classes, the students will have lots of fun. For PE | like to give the students
obstacle courses and relay races and other activities that are fairly easy to understand.

Week 1: Chariot Races

Week 2: Relay Race

Week 3: Obstacle Course

Week 4: Tricycle Race

Thematic Activity The English teachers get an opportunity to plan a month of thematic activities. These can
consist of art projects, a short field trip to the park, or a class project to be done within the classroom.
January's thematic will probably be about Chinese New Year.

Week 1: New Year Garland

Week 2: Scone

Week 3: Portrait

Week 4: Cookies

Song and Dance : The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance

to move around and have some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them
practice between classes or at the end of the day sometimes so that the students have the
opportunity to move around and have some fun rather than sit for extended periods of time.
Week 1: Wheels on the bus

Week 2: Rain rain go away

Week 3: Rain rain go away

Week 4: This is the way..

Courtesy, Healthy Habits and Safety: Every week we have a class for teaching different things related to
health and safety. This could be washing hands or playing safely in the playground. The class is a good
opportunity to address any issues that have come up in the classroom or the playground.

See you next time!
Teacher Kevin
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Week 3: City Cats Country Cats

Week 4: Jack and Jill and Big Dog Bill
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Week 1: Wheels on the bus

Week 2: Rain rain go away

Week 3: Rain rain go away

Week 4: This is the way..
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See you next time!
Teacher Kevin



