Giraffe Class
2016 January Newsletter

Dear Parents,

Happy new year to Giraffe class! We start the new year with many things accomplished and new
things to learn. This semester will soon wrap up and we have covered many challenging parts of
English throughout it.

We will spend time this month preparing for a reading contest on the second week. A selection of
books will be given to students to practice from and one will be randomly chosen during the contest.
We are now using sentences from the reading books as part of the writing lessons. The books
continue to be a source for daily conversation and questions. We are always encountering new and
unique words in the books. This helps build vocabulary and fluency.

Correct capitalization and punctuation continues to be emphasized during writing classes. Checking
for mistakes or anything missing is also now a part of this. We will begin writing more than one
sentence at a time and use different topics to write about.

We continue drilling new and old phonics sounds and reading them to build correct pronunciation.
Sometimes, a word is intentionally mispronounced to see how quickly students can recognize and
correct the mistake. This should help to improve recognition of the proper sounds without needing to
think about them before speaking.

The math has been mostly review of arithmetic and being able to figure out number patterns. We will
start practicing double digit arithmetic from this month. Science classes continue to cover many
concepts that are interesting to the class and introduce new vocabulary.

The schedule for January is on the following pages.

Sincerely,



-Bill Kissinger

Songs & Dancing/Show & Tell - Everyone together sings a variety of songs to get warmed
up. Show and tell will be done on one day a week.

Week 1 Friends

Week 2 Yellow Submarine
Week 3 Yellow Submarine
Week 4 Yellow Submarine

Reading Books — A weekly reading book is taught in the class using individual and group reading.
Students are also asked to read pages individually. Students will bring this home to read at the end of
the week.

Week 1 Big Red Sled (sled, upstairs, snores, sleeps, hear, high, deep, pulls, hill, race)
Week 2 Prepare For Reading Contest

Week 3 David And The Giant (steal, young, army, battle, valley, giant, slave, sword)

Week 4 The Worst Helper Ever (farmer, busy, drive, through, worst, careful, mistakes, spill)

Core Material - This covers key words, sentence making, conversation, phonics, and reading.
This is taught using a variety of methods like group reading, finding the work said, identifying mistakes,
spelling, and games.

Week 1 Unit 2 Week 1: At Work (Words: Again, Help, New, There, Use) + (Phonics: short e) +
(Story: Good Job Ben!)

Week 2 Unit 2 Week 1: At Work (Words: Again, Help, New, There, Use) + (Phonics: short e) +
(Story: Good Job Ben!)

Week 3 Review + Assessment + Spelling

Week 4 Catch Up & Review

Math — Arithmetic skills are reviewed and developed, along with word problem solving. Examples
are used before the lessons to ensure better understanding if necessary.

Week 1 A Trip Of Discovery: Page 17-18 + Workbook E5: Page 1-5 (Addition)
Week 2 A Trip Of Discovery: Review + Workbook E5: Page 6-10 (Addition)
Week 3 A Trip Of Discovery: Review + Workbook E5: Page 11-14 (Subtraction)
Week 4 A Trip Of Discovery: Review + Workbook E5: Page 15-18 (Subtraction)

Thematic Activity — A variety of art or cultural activities based off of a chosen monthly cultural
topic. This can include a short lesson on the topic using visual materials.

Week 1 New Year Garland
Week 2 Scone

Week 3 Portrait

Week 4 Biscuit

Wrriting - Practicing of penmanship and writing out sentences to practice grammar usage and
patterns. This is taught using blank writing sheets or with worksheets.

Week 1 Phonics and vocabulary
Week 2 Reading book sentences.
Week 3 Write about yourself
Week 4 Write about yourself
Week 5 Write about yourself

Science - This Introduces basic scientific and natural concepts, along with some vocabulary.
Lessons can include simple experiments or other hands-on activities.



Week 1 C3: The Moon and Stars, p10 (What can you observe about the moon?), 12-15 (What
can you observe about stars?).

Week 2 C3: The Planets, p16 (The Earth), 18-19 (What are the planets?).

Week 3 C3: Review, p22 (Vocabulary: temperature, constellation, planet, star), 23 (Observe the
sky).

Week 4 C3: Weather and Seasons (Vocabulary: weather, wind, clouds, season, spring, summer,

fall, winter), p25 (Why are rain clouds dark?), 26 (How do you think the air feels?), 28-31
(What is weather? + What makes it rain or snow?).

Physical Education - Students do games and activities outside emphasizing physical activity.
Each week will have a different activity done with another class.

Week 1 Obstacle Course
Week 2 Mr. and Mrs. Wolf
Week 3 Soccer Kick
Week 4 Baton Relay

Library - The students choose a storybook to take home from the school library. A book is chosen

by the teacher or class leader to be read to the class. Students may also be asked to individually read
their books to the teacher.

Outdoor Playtime - Free play on the playground and conversation practice. Conversation
practice is based on a general topic.
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Week 1 Friends

Week 2 Yellow Submarine

Week 3 Yellow Submarine

Week 4 Yellow Submarine
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Week 1 Big Red Sled (sled, upstairs, snores, sleeps, hear, high, deep, pulls, hill, race)

Week 2 AEMHEHEL R

Week 3 David And The Giant (steal, young, army, battle, valley, giant, slave, sword)



Week 4 The Worst Helper Ever (farmer, busy, drive, through, worst, careful, mistakes, spill)
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Week 1 Unit 2 Week 1: At Work (Words: Again, Help, New, There, Use) + (H7A2%% : short e) +
(#ZE : Good Job Ben!)

Week 2 Unit 2 Week 1: At Work (Words: Again, Help, New, There, Use) + (H7A2%% : short e) +
(#ZE : Good Job Ben!)

Week 3 BEHE + 512 + BT

Week 4 EEBEEER

BT AR TIERISHE - MRS — SR AR - (0 - 5 BT - DURELR S Eafg - 2
PETOR

Week 1 A Trip Of Discovery: Page 17-18 + Workbook E5: Page 1-5 (i)
Week 2 A Trip Of Discovery: Review + Workbook E5: Page 6-10 (fj/£)
Week 3 A Trip Of Discovery: Review + Workbook E5: Page 11-14 (%)
Week 4 A Trip Of Discovery: Review + Workbook E5: Page 15-18 ( JE %)
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Week 1 Parachute

Week 2 Baton Grab
Week 3 Mr. and Mrs. Wolf
Week 4 Running Races
Week 5 Free Range
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