Giraffe Class Newsletter

December of 2015
Dear Parents,

As we enter the month of December, we have done many interesting things so far this
semester and have more to look forward to. With the drama play finished, we now will begin preparing
for our Christmas performance. The Christmas performance will include doing a song and dance
activity.

The reading books have increased in length and difficulty, but at a level that is not
overwhelming for the class. We continue to use the reading books as a source of conversation and
guestion building. The books also are used to improve pronunciation and build vocabulary.

Sentences and individual vocabulary make up the writing activities. For the sentences, basic
punctuation is included. Everyone is reminded to capitalize the first letter and add commas or periods
when needed. We will later begin writing sentences in pairs or threes.

Phonics has become more familiar and we continue to add and review new sounds. Practicing
spelling of the words and knowing the correct pronunciation continues to be emphasized. Games and
whiteboard activities are a frequent part of this.

The math has been very easy for everyone and all the concepts covered well understood. The
workbooks have been completed quickly and on their own. The most important thing now is practicing
arithmetic using larger numbers.

We will have our Christmas performance on the evening of the 24th.

The schedule for December is on the following pages.

Sincerely,
-Bill Kissinger

Songs & Dancing/Show & Tell — Everyone together sings a variety of songs to get warmed up.
Show and tell will be done on one day a week.

Week 1 Friends Week 2 Christmas Performance Song
Week 3 Christmas Performance Song Week 4 Christmas Performance Song
Week 5 Friends

Reading Books — A weekly reading book is taught in the class using individual and group reading.
Students are also asked to read pages individually. Students will bring this home to read at the end of
the week.

Week 1 My Loose Tooth (loose, tight, twists, crunchy, mushy, frown, stare, finally)
Week 2 Buzz Said The Bee (quack, scat, cluck, jig, oink, bow, weep, sheep)
Week 3 One Snowy Day (branches, borrowed, broom, rolled, piled, attached, steaming, )

Week 4 Christmas Performance Practice



Week 5 Christmas Performance Practice

Core Material — This covers key words, sentence making, conversation, phonics, and reading. This is
taught using a variety of methods like group reading, finding the work said, identifying mistakes,
spelling, and games.

Week 1 Unit 1 Week 5: Let’'s Move (Words: Jump, Move, Run, Two) + (Phonics: r and s blends)
+ (Story: Move And Grin)

Week 2 Unit 1 Week 5: Let’'s Move (Words: Jump, Move, Run, Two) + (Phonics: r and s blends)
+ (Story: Move And Grin)

Week 3 Unit 1 Week 5: Let’s Move (Words: Jump, Move, Run, Two) + (Phonics: r and s blends)
+ (Story: Move And Grin)

Week 4 Review + Assessment + Spelling

Week 5 Unit 2 Week 1: At Work (Words: Again, Help, New, There, Use) + (Phonics: short e) +

(Story: Good Job Ben!)

Math — Arithmetic skills are reviewed and developed, along with word problem solving. Examples are
used before the lessons to ensure better understanding if necessary.

Week 1 A Trip Of Discovery: Page 13-14 + Workbook E4: Page 1-5 (Addition Pairs)

Week 2 A Trip Of Discovery: Page 15-16 + Workbook E4: Page 6-10 (Subtraction Pairs)
Week 3 A Trip Of Discovery: Page 15-16 + Workbook E4: Page 11-14 (Visual Arithmetic)
Week 4 Christmas Performance Practice

Week 5 A Trip Of Discovery: Page 17-18 + Workbook E4: Page 15-18 (Review Addition And

Subtraction Pairs)

Thematic Activity — A variety of art or cultural activities based off of a chosen monthly cultural topic.
This can include a short lesson on the topic using visual materials.

Week 1 Reindeer Mask
Week 2 Mini Christmas Tree
Week 3 Christmas Puzzle
Week 4 Wreath

Week 5 New Year

Writing — Practicing of penmanship and writing out sentences to practice grammar usage and
patterns. This is taught using blank writing sheets or with worksheets.

Week 1 Reading book sentences.
Week 2 Phonics and vocabulary.
Week 3 Reading book sentences.
Week 4 Phonics and vocabulary.
Week 5 Reading book sentences.

Science — This Introduces basic scientific and natural concepts, along with some vocabulary.
Lessons can include simple experiments or other hands-on activities.

Week 1 B3 (A Look At Animals) + Vocabulary (Shelter, Mammals, Lungs, Gills, Amphibians,
Reptiles, Insects, Hatch, Tadpoles), Pages 38, 40-43.

Week 2 B3 (A Look At Animals) + Vocabulary (Shelter, Mammals, Lungs, Gills, Amphibians,
Reptiles, Insects, Hatch, Tadpoles), Pages 44, 46-49.

Week 3 B3 (A Look At Animals) + Vocabulary (Shelter, Mammals, Lungs, Gills, Amphibians,
Reptiles, Insects, Hatch, Tadpoles), Pages 52, 53.

Week 4 Christmas Performance Practice

Week 5 C3 (The Sky And Weather) + Vocabulary (Star, Temperature, Constellation, Planet),
Pages 4, 6-9.

Physical Education — Students do games and activities outside emphasizing physical activity. Each



week will have a different activity done with another class.

Week 1 Parachute Week 2 Baton Grab
Week 3 Mr. and Mrs. Wolf Week 4 Running Races
Week 5 Free Range

Library — The students choose a storybook to take home from the school library. A book is chosen by
the teacher or class leader to be read to the class. Students may also be asked to individually read
their books to the teacher.

Outdoor Playtime — Free play on the playground and conversation practice. Conversation practice is
based on a general topic.
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Week 1 My Loose Tooth (loose, tight, twists, crunchy, mushy, frown, stare, finally)

Week 2 Buzz Said The Bee (quack, scat, cluck, jig, oink, bow, weep, sheep)

Week 3 One Snowy Day (branches, borrowed, broom, rolled, piled, attached, steaming, )
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Week 1 Unit 1 Week 5: Let's Move (Words: Jump, Move, Run, Two) + (Phonics: r and s blends)
+ (Story: Move And Grin)
Week 2 Unit 1 Week 5: Let’'s Move (Words: Jump, Move, Run, Two) + (Phonics: r and s blends)

+ (Story: Move And Grin)



Week 3 Unit 1 Week 5: Let's Move (Words: Jump, Move, Run, Two) + (Phonics: r and s blends)
+ (Story: Move And Grin)

Week 4 Review + Assessment + Spelling

Week 5 Unit 2 Week 1: At Work (Words: Again, Help, New, There, Use) + (Phonics: short €) +
(Story: Good Job Ben!)
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Week 1 Parachute Week 2 Baton Grab

Week 3 Mr. and Mrs. Wolf Week 4 Running Races

Week 5 Free Range
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